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HISTORICISM IN O. SHEPITKO’S TALE «OVLUR»

One’s knowledge about their past and their attitude to it play an important 
role in the formation of individual. The works on historical subjects help the 
reader to deepen into the context of the millennia. Historicism in literature 
is understood as an artistic and philosophical mastering of an exact historical 
development of a certain age and its features. Tales by modern Kharkiv 
writer Olesya Shepitko (O. Kovalyova) illustrate the interlacing of history 
and philosophy, explore the life of society and the human soul, writer’s own 
life story. The aim of the research is to examine the historicism in the tale-
palimpsest «Ovlur» [1].

The work is based on the up-to-date events in Ukraine that overlap 
on the memories about the princely age («The Lay of Igor’s Campaign»), 
which is among the sources of our nationhood. Historicism is obvious due 
to the palimpsestic phenomenon displaying the old through the new, it is 
universally noticeable in the combination of eras, in the idea of the work, 
in the leading motives and the characters. Ovlur’s character study is the fi rst 
in our research (Ovlur is a Polovtsian, he facilitates Prince Igor’s escape). 
He is an intercessor and a converter of his own and someone’s, a betrayer 
and a savior, an agent between the light and the darkness. Three life lines 
are organically combined in «Ovlur»: Olena’s life (a parallel to chronicle 
image of Yaroslavna) describing tragic relations with her former beloved 
Roman (a parallel or an opposite of the image of Prince Igor) who is looking 
for a job and the meaning of existence, referring to historical sites; the story 
of Prince Igor and Ovlur; the life description of the teacher-sorceress Tatiana 
Nikitichna, who keeps memories about ancient times, former strength of dried 
up Kayala-river, female example of integrity, endless wisdom, harmonious 
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coexistence with the nature, the past and with herself. Kayala concept 
is a powerful semantic unit in the tale, O. Kovalyova characterizes parched 
mouth of the river as a symbol of the border, the reality exposure, the boundary 
between ages.

The story contents mystifying motives, each reader can fi nd something 
personal. Aphoristic expressions are numerous in the work. O. Kovalyova’s 
prose historiosophy is lyrical, the author believes that it is impossible 
to comprehend the history only with the help of mind. The depiction of ancient 
times is sensual and poeticized.

1. Shepitko O. (O. Kovalyova). Ovlur’ and other  tales  /  O .  Shepitko 
(O. Kova lyova).  –   Kharkiv : M a jdan, 20 14. – 2 22  p  . 


