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THE ROLE OF DISTANCE LEARNING IN PEAGOGICAL PROCESS AT
THE PRESENT STAGE

Yaremenko Vitaliy Dmitrovich,
Rakhimova Marina Vikrorivna,
Sych Irina Anatolivna

Pharm. Sc. Candidate, Assoc.prof.
Perekhoda Lina Oleksiivna
Pharm. Sc. Doctor, Prof.

National University of Pharmacy
Kharkiv, Ukraine

Introductions. The national and global economic crisis caused by the COVID-
19 disease and hostilities in Ukraine made it necessary to review and improve
national education in general, including higher education. In such difficult social and
economic conditions, it is necessary to find and implement new pedagogical
innovations aimed at ensuring the quality of future specialists' training in higher
education institutions.

Also, the primary task in the field of higher education is integration into the
European educational space in accordance with international standards, introduction
of new forms and methods of education, as well as modern pedagogical technologies.

In turn, the introduction of effective and expedient forms, methods,
pedagogical technologies into the educational process determines the study and
generalization of domestic and foreign experience of professional training of future
specialists.

One of the modern types of education is the educational process in the distance
form of education. Distance education is a promising form of education that has
become widespread in socially prosperous countries. This is economically feasible,
since the distance form of education has about two times lower cost compared to
traditional forms of education.

Many domestic and foreign scientists have devoted research to the problem of

distance learning, among them: 1. Z. Adamova, O. O. Andreev, M. L. Belonozhko,
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V. Yu. Bykov, Yu. O. Borysovska, L. M. Grigoryshyn, O. O. Grytsenchuk,
Yu. O. Zhuk, V. M. Khukharenko, Ye. H. Makhrova, I. M. Melnichuk, Ye. S. Polat,
L. M. Romanishina, A. V. Khutorskyi, S. O. Schennikov, S. O. Yastremska and
others.

Distance education has been introduced in Ukraine since 2000 and is regulated
by the following documents: "Concept for the Development of Distance Education in
Ukraine" and "Regulations on Distance Education of the Ministry of Education and
Culture of Ukraine", which was approved by Order No. 40 of the Ministry of
Education and Science of Ukraine dated January 21, 2004.

Today, distance education has gone through a huge thorny path of its formation
and is used in many institutions of higher education. In Ukraine, this system has

gained momentum and almost the majority of HEIs have already implemented it.

Aim. The aim of the research is theoretical substantiation and experimental

verification of advantages and disadvantages of distance education.

Materials and methods. As the study material, we considered the educational
process of various forms of learning, namely full-time and part-time. The research
was conducted over two years (four modules at each faculty). The temporary
pedagogical range was from a full semester of 3 to 5 full credits during semester, to
2-week cycles at the correspondence faculty. At the end, the level and success of
training of the studied contingents were summarized.

In the research theoretical and empirical research methods were applied:

theoretical methods - analysis, synthesis, comparison, generalization,
systematization of theoretical data used to identify the essence of distance learning in
higher education, identification of effective forms and methods of distance learning
when building the structure of distance learning;

empirical methods were used for observation, surveys, questionnaires and
others - to identify the features of distance learning, to implement effective forms and

methods of distance learning;
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pedagogical experiment - for the implementation and experimental verification
of the effectiveness of the proposed distance learning course;

methods of processing the obtained results.

Results and discussion. The main scientific results are presented in the
scientific works by V. A. Georgiants, L. G. Kaidalova, A. A. Kotvitskaya,
I. M. Melnychuk, 1. V. Nizhenkovskaya, V. L. Slipchuk, V. P. Chernykh,
S .0. Yastremska and many other pedagogical specialists.

When creating a distance course, we singled out the educational and
methodological support required for distance learning: methodical recommendations
for the organization of distance learning; video lectures; electronic textbooks,
manuals; reference materials; practical and laboratory tasks; criteria, means and
quality control systems of distance education, etc.

Based on the conducted theoretical analysis and survey of students, we
identified the following disadvantages of distance learning:

— personal communication between the teacher and student is limited (less
effective, impersonal transfer of knowledge takes place) and fellow students to share
experience;

— the need for the student to have a strong personal motivation to study
independently, without constant support and encouragement from the teacher;

— lack of possibility of immediate practical application of acquired knowledge
followed by discussion of the issues with the teacher and clarification of the situation
using specific examples;

— students cannot always provide themselves with sufficient technical
equipment (a computer and constant fast access to the Internet).

We also highlighted the difficulties of implementing distance courses in the
current conditions. Among them: the inconsistency of the time standards for the
development of electronic media educational publications - the time standards for the
development of courses are very low; inadequacy of technical provision of

multimedia and computer equipment and material base, in some cases insufficient
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provision of access to the Internet network of teachers; awareness of the population
about distance learning; lack of appropriate technical equipment and Internet access
for some potential students living in rural settlements.

The advantages of distance education are the following: logical structure,
brevity and accessibility in assimilation by students. The programming of the
material is carried out in such a way that the student can navigate the given material
as independently as possible, and the quantity and quality of the selected material
allows students to perform the assigned tasks as independently as possible.

Note that the readiness to use distance technologies largely depends, on the one
hand, on the actual professional competence of the lecturer, as an organizer of the
readiness for distance learning implementation, as well as scientific, methodological
and logistical support. On the other hand, the readiness of students to study in the
conditions of distance education, to acquire knowledge and skills for future
professional activities.

When developing and implementing distance learning in the training of future
specialists in higher education institutions, it is necessary to take into account that
characteristic features of distance learning are the following:

— interactivity of training: interactive capabilities are used in the distance
learning system in the form of various programs and information delivery systems,
allow to establish and even stimulate feedback, provide dialogue and constant
support, which are not possible in most traditional training systems;

— flexibility of education for students receiving distance education in choosing
a higher education institution, place and time of study;

— individualization of education, which allows a student to implement an
individual educational program and an individual educational plan, to independently
choose the sequence of studying subjects based on an individual schedule;

— the cost-effectiveness of distance learning is manifested in the effective use
of training areas and technical means, concentrated and unified presentation of
information, use and development of computer modeling, which leads to a decrease

in the costs of training specialists; as well as the absence of the problem of
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purchasing educational materials and textbooks;

— the use in educational process of new achievements of information
technologies, which contribute to the entry of a person into the global information
space, which ensures the technology of education; the information security of
distance learning is characterized by the fact that students get access to a set of
necessary educational materials in a modern electronic form directly from the server
of the higher educational institution where they study, other higher education
institutions and Internet resources;

— the quality of distance education must be of a high level, it must not be
inferior to the quality of face-to-face education, which is achieved by preparing
didactic teaching aids, the development of which involves the best professors and
teaching staff and uses the most modern educational and methodological materials;

— parallel distance learning - it is carried out simultaneously with professional
activity or with learning in another field of training, i.e. without separation from
production or another type of activity;

— openness and objectivity of students' knowledge assessment, its
independence from the teacher, since modern computer technologies and appropriate
evaluation programs according to the ECTS scale are used;

— high self-organization of students, which increases creative and intellectual
potential, the desire to acquire knowledge, the ability to interact with computer

equipment and master the latest information technologies.

Conclusions. Distance learning is a comfortable environment for students and
lecturers to organize the educational process; the distance course is the teacher's face,
his attitude towards the student; the student is the main person in the educational
process; in education, the result is important, not the logic of the discipline and the
process; creating a distance course requires the leturer to have knowledge and
programming skills.

The quality of distance learning is determined by the lecturer's mastery of

Bloom's taxonomy; the goal of distance education must be clear to the student and
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achievable; the student must understand when he has reached the goal; the duration
and complexity of distance education should be psychologically adequate, distance
education should provide opportunities for the student to acquire the necessary
competencies in a playful way, distance education should be as close as possible to
the student, and not the other way around.

With the high cost of the educational process, the distance form of education is
the very "cornerstone” by which education becomes accessible mainly to the majority
of the population of the countries of the world, including Ukraine at the current stage

of development and location.
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